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Office of the City Attorney

SUMMARY

lssues:

Shall the City Council adopt Resolution No. CC 2020-049, a Resolution of the City
Council of the City of Palmdale Regarding Evictions During the Local Emergency
Resulting From Coronavirus Disease 2019 (COVID-19)

Recommendation:

Staff recommends the City Council adopt Resolution No. CC 2020-049, a
Resolution of the City Council of the City of Palmdale Regarding Evictions During
the Local Emergency Resulting From Coronavirus Disease 2019 (COVID-19)

Fiscal lmpact:

No fiscal impact.

DtscussloN

ln December 2O19, a new communicable disease, Coronavirus Disease 20'19 (COVID-
19), was first detected in Wuhan City, Hubei Province, China. Since that time, it has
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spread globally to over 195 countries, infecting more than 362,000 individuals and 
tragically resulting in more than 16,000 deaths.  Symptoms of the virus include fever, 
cough, and shortness of breath, and infected individuals have experienced a range of 
outcomes, from mild sickness to severe illness and death.  This incident is being called 
the “COVID-19 outbreak.” 
 
On January 31, 2020, the United States Secretary of Health and Human Services, Alex 
M. Azar II, declared a Public Health Emergency to aid the United States in responding to 
COVID-19. 

 
On March 4, 2020, the State of California declared a State of Emergency in an effort to 
aid in the prevention and mitigation of the effects of the COVID-19 outbreak.  That same 
day, the Los Angeles County Board of Supervisors and Department of Public Health 
declared a local emergency and local public health emergency to aid the regional 
healthcare and governmental community in responding to COVID-19.   
 
On March 11, 2020, the World Health Organization declared the COVID-19 outbreak a 
pandemic, which means a global epidemic.  That same day, the City’s Director of 
Emergency Services proclaimed the existence of a local emergency within the City of 
Palmdale, pursuant to California Government Code Section 8630 and Palmdale Municipal 
Code Section 2.28.060.   
 
On March 13, 2020, President Donald Trump declared a national emergency and 
announced that the federal government would make emergency funding available to 
assist state and local governments in preventing the spread of and addressing the effects 
of COVID-19. 
 
On March 16, 2020, Governor Newsom issued Executive Order N-28-20 suspending 
state law limitations on local jurisdictions that impose restrictions on evictions.  
 
On March 17, 2020, the City Council for the City of Palmdale ratified the City’s Director of 
Emergency’s Services proclamation of the existence of a local emergency within the City 
of Palmdale, pursuant to California Government Code Section 8630 and Palmdale 
Municipal Code Section 2.28.060.   
 
On March 30, 2020, Governor Newsom issued Executive Order N-37-20 to prohibit 
residential evictions for nonpayment of rent from tenants who have been sick with a 
suspected or confirmed case of COVID-19; been caring for a household or family member 
who was sick with a suspected or confirmed case of COVID-19; experienced a lay-off, 
loss of hours, or other income reduction resulting from COVID-19, the state of emergency 
or other government response; or have missed work to care for a child whose school was 
closed in response to COVID-19. 
 
Resolution No. CC 2020-049 follows Executive Orders N-28-20 and N-37-20 and 
strongly encourages that during the period of local emergency declared in response to 



Staff Report: Resolution No. CC 2020-049 
April 7, 2020 
Page 3 of 3 

 

COVID-19, landlords and residential and commercial tenants who may have lost 
household or business income as a result of any of the following: (1) being sick with a 
suspected or confirmed case of COVID-19, or caring for a household or family 
member who is sick with a suspected or confirmed case of COVID-19; (2) 
experiencing a lay-off, loss of hours, or other household income reduction resulting 
from business closure or other economic or employer impacts of COVID-19; (3) 
complying with a recommendation from a government health authority to stay home, 
self-quarantine, or avoid congregating with others during this emergency; (4) 
experiencing extraordinary out-of-pocket medical expenses related to being sick with a 
suspected or confirmed case of COVID-19; or (5) missing work to care for a child 
whose school was closed in response to COVID-19 to work together in compliance 
with the Executive Orders in an effort to minimize the spread of COVID-19 and prevent 
lasting economic damage to the City of Palmdale and the surrounding community.   

 

CONCLUSION 
 
Staff recommends approval of Resolution No. CC 2020-049, a Resolution of the City 
Council of the City of Palmdale Regarding Evictions During the Local Emergency 
Resulting from Coronavirus Disease 2019 (COVID-19). 
 
Attachments:  

(1) Resolution No. CC 2020-049 
(2) Executive Order N-28-20 
(3) Executive Order N-37-20 



CITY COUNCIL
CITY OF PALMDALE, CALIFORNIA

RESOLUTION NO. CC 2020-049

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF PALMDALE
REGARDING EVICTIONS DURING THE LOCAL EMERGENCY RESULTING
FROM CORONAVIRUS DISEASE 2019 (COVID-2019)

WHEREAS Coronavirus Disease 2019 (COVID-19), a new communicable
disease, was first detected in Wuhan City, Hubei Province, China in December 2019.
COVID-19 has since spread globally to over 195 counkies, infecting more than
362,000 individuals and tragically resulting ìn more than 16,000 deaths. Symptoms of
the virus include fever, cough, and shortness of breath, and infected individuals have
experienced a range of outcomes, from mild sìckness to severe illness and death.

WHEREAS, the incident is being called the "COVID-19 outbreak."

WHEREAS, on January 31 ,2020, the United States Secretary of Health and
Human Services, Alex M. Azar ll, declared a f,{bJic Health Emergency to aid the
United States in responding to COVID-19. 

":{.{.;''

':'{i'}'WHEREAS, on March 4,2020, the GþeInor of the State of California declared
a state of emergency in an effort to aid in,.lhpprevention and mitigation of the effects of
the COVID-19 outbreak. {}bJ

l, ),{,
WHEREAS, on March 4,2020,'the Los Angeles County Board of Supervisors

and Department of Public Health declared a local emergency and local public health
emergency to aid the regional healthcare and governmental community in responding
to COVID-19.

WHEREAS, on March 11, 2020, the World Health Organization declared the
COVID-'19 outbreak a pandemic, which means a global epidemic.

WHEREAS, on March 11, 2020, the City's Director of Emergency Services did
proclaim the existence of a local emergency within the City of Palmdale, pursuant to

California Government Code Section 8630 and Palmdale Municipal Code Section
2.28.060.

WHEREAS, on March 13, 2020, President Donald Trump declared a national
emergency and announced that the federal government would make emergency
funding available to assist state and local governments in preventing the spread of and
addressing the effects of COVID-19.
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WHEREAS, on March 16,2020, Governor Newsom issued Executive Order N-

28-20 suspending state law limiiations on local jurisdictions that impose restrictions on
evictions.

WHEREAS, on March 17,2020, the City Council for the City of Palmdale
ratified the City's Director of Emergency's Services proclamation of the existence of a
local emergency within the City of Palmdale, pursuant to California Government Code
Section 8630 and Palmdale Municipal Code Section 2.28.060.

WHEREAS, on March 30,2020, Governor Newsom issued Executive Order N-

37 -20 to prohibit residential evictions for nonpayment of rent from tenants who have
been sick with a suspected or confirmed case of COVID-19; been caring for a

household or family member who was sick with a suspected or confirmed case of
COVID-19; experienced a lay-off, loss of hours, or other income reduction resulting
from COVID-19, the state of emergency or other gqyernment response; or been caring
for a child whose school was closed in response to.C.OVID-19.

!..!
WHEREAS, as of March 30, 2020 theitlwere a total of two-thousand four-

hundred seventy-four (2,474) cases of COV,IQ-{g in the County of Los Angeles and
forty-four (44) reported deaths. .'+

r.Ë"
WHEREAS, the Centers for Disea'3e Control and Prevention, the California

Deparlment of Health, and the Los Angelës County Departmeni of Public Health have
all issued recommendations including but not limited to social distancing, staying home
if sick, canceling or postponing large groups events, working from home, and other
precautions to protect public health and prevent transmission of this communicable
virus.

WHEREAS, as a result of the public health emergency and the precautions
recommended by health authorities, many tenants in Palmdale have experienced or
expeci to experience sudden and unexpected income loss.

WHEREAS, the Governor of ihe State of California has stated that individuals
exposed to COVID-19 may be temporarily unable to report to work due to illness
caused by COVID-19 or quarantines related to COVID-19 and individuals directly
affected by COVID-1 I may experience potential loss of income, health care and
medical coverage, and ability to pay for housing and basic needs, thereby placing

increased demands on already strained regional and local health and safety
resources, including shelters and food banks.

WHEREAS, the Governor of the State of California has stated that minimizing
evictions during this local emergency is critical to reducing the spread of COVID-19 in
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vulnerable populations by allowing residents to stay home or at their place of
residence in compliance with local and state mandates.

WHEREAS, during this local emergency, loss of income as a result of COVID-
19 may inhibit City of Palmdale residents and businesses from fulfilling their financial
obligations, including rent and related expenses, resulting in lasting damage to the
local economy of Palmdale.

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF
PALMDALE DOES HEREBY FIND, DETERMINE, RESOLVE AND ORDER AS
FOLLOWS:

SECTION 1. Pursuant to California Covernmgfþode Section B63O(c), the City
Council has reviewed the need for continuing the pj(fglámation and ratification of the
Director of Emergency Services of a state of loqalþr'hergency and hereby proclaims
that a state of local emergency continues to efflÉFtrvith in the City of Palmdale.

.''1þJ
SECTION 2. ln accordance with,Sþcuiive Orders N-28-20 and N-37-20, signed

by the-Governor of california, the City Cãuncil hereby strongly encourages that duiing
the period of local emergency declared in response to COVID-19, Iandlords and any

residential or commercial tenants who may have lost household or business income as
a result of any of the followìng: (1) being sick with a suspected or confirmed case of
COVID-19, or caring for a household or family member who is sick with a suspected or
confirmed case of COVID-19; (2) experiencing a lay-off, Ioss of hours, or other
household income reduction resulting from business closure or other economic or
employer impacts of COVID-19; (3) complying with a recommendation from a
government health authority to stay home, self-quarant¡ne, or avoid congregating with
others during this emergency; (4) experiencing extraordinary ou!of-pocket medical
expenses related to being sick w¡th a suspected or confirmed case of COVID-'19; or (5)
missing work to care for a child whose school was closed in response to COVID-19 to
work together to comply with these Executive Orders in an effotl to minimize the
spread of COVID-19 and prevent lasting economic damage to the City of Palmdale
and surrounding community.

SECTION 3. The City Council finds that the economic impacts of COVID-19
leave residential and commercial tenants vulnerable to eviction.
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sEcTloN 4. The city council further finds that nothing in this Resolution shall

relieve a tenant of the obligation to pay rent, nor restrict a landlord's ability to recover
rent due.

SECTION 5. The City Clerk shall cerlify to the adoption of this resolution

PASSED, APPROVED and ADOPTED thls 7th day of April, 2020

Approved as to form:

t-,
ew DitzhazyWm.

City Attorney

Steven D. Hofbauer, [layor
'.t..4

ATTEST: .r,,:t'
.l

Rebecca J''Smith, City Clerk

l, Rebecca J. Smith, City Clerk of Palmdale, California, do hereby certify that the

foregoing resolution was duly passed, approved, and adopted by the ciiy council of
the 

-city 
of Palmdale at a regular meeting of said council held on the 17th day of

March 2020 by the following roll call vote:

AYES:

NOES

ABSTAIN: ABSENT:-

Date:
Rebecca J. Smith, City Clerk
















